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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the amendment received June 13, 2008: 

a. Claims 25-56 are pending; 

b. The substitute specification has not been entered; 

c. The prior art rejections of record are overcome in light of the amendment. 

Specification 

2. The substitute specification filed June 13, 2008 has not been entered because it 
does not conform to 37 CFR 1 .125(b) and (c) because: applicant's remarks fail to assert 
that no new matter has bee entered. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 25-56 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 25 
recites the term "distinc" in line 4, this should be "distinct". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 25-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for the anode comprising three distinct layers of 
which are an anode active layer, anode support layer and anode collector layer, does 
not reasonably provide enablement for additional layers therein. The specification does 
not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most 
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nearly connected, to make the invention commensurate in scope with these claims. By 
amendment, the claims now recite an anode having three distinct layers with "said 
anode comprising an active anode layer and an anode support layer". The claim 
thereafter recites that the anode comprises an anode collector layer. The scope of the 
claim now unduly encompasses an anode which could have more than three layers 
(active layer, support layer, other layer and collector layer) since it fails to clearly define 
that the collector layer of the claims is the third layer of the anode. A review of the 
specification shows that the three layer structure includes only the active layer, support 
layer and collector layer (see various figures - caa/csa/cca). Applicant is advised to 
amend the claims to recite that the "anode comprising three distinct continuous layers, 
each of these layers forming a single, continuous structure, said anode layers 
comprising an active anode layer, an anode support layer and an anode collector layer" 
and also to amend the phrase "said anode comprises an anode collector layer" to "said 
anode collector layer". To overcome this rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Pending clarification of the outstanding issues above, no clear statement 
regarding allowable subject matter can be presented at this point in prosecution. 
However Applicant is advised that if the proposed changes above, or reasonably 
identical changes are made to the claims, it would appear that none of the prior art of 
record are held to teach, suggest or render obvious the claimed SOFC PEN having an 
anode comprising three distinct layers having the structure and arrangement recited in 
claims 25. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregg Cantelmo whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1283. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday, 8:30-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pat Ryan can be reached on 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gregg Cantelmo/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1795 



